
Flintshire 
 
Talacre is in the county of Flintshire, and that county welcomed Refugees from Belgium 
and wounded Belgian Soldiers who were being looked after at Chester. 
These reports are from the Flintshire Observer. The Lord Mostyn mentioned on the 
report of July 8th 1915 was, at the time, the owner of Talacre Hall. 
 
 
February 11th, 1915 
WOUNDED BELGIANS' OUTING 
 
On Friday last, two Chester gentlemen, Mr. Warden and" Mr. T. Cotgreave (cousin of Mrs. 
Llew Jones, The Bungalow) brought to Holywell a party of seven wounded Belgians, 
who have been invalided to Chester some three months ago, and are now convalescent. 
They were accompanied by Father Loose, also a Belgian.  
On arriving at Holvwell Junction Station a conveyance met them and proceeded to 
Englefield Colliery, where, through the kindness of the manager, Mr. Jones, they were 
allowed to descend and enjoyed the experience very much. Before leaving they 
thanked all the officials for the kindness shown to them.  
After leaving the colliery they visited the Shrine of St. Winefride, Holywell, and the 
Catholic Church. Afterwards they were taken to Peckham House, where a capital dinner 
was served by Mr. and Mrs. Culling. The next visit was to Pantasaph, and upon arriving 
there they were met by Father Guardian and other Fathers and Brothers, who 
conducted them through the Church, Monastery and Mount Calvary. They were 
afterwards invited to visit the Convent, where they were received with great kindness 
and shown the institution through the kindness of the Rev. Mother and Sisters.  
Returning to Holywell at 5 o'clock, they were entertained to tea at The Bungalow, 
Penyball, and left for Chester by the 6.20 train, having thoroughly enjoyed the day's 
outing. Nothing was wanting to make their visit a perfectly enjoyable one. The 
conveyance was supplied by Mr. Brown, King's Head Yard, Holywell.  
 
November 5th 1914 
BELGIAN FOOTBALL PLAYERS 
 
Holywell County School is organising a football match for next Saturday between 
Former and Present Pupils, and it is announced that some of the Belgians staying in the 
town will take part in the match. Play will commence at 3 o'clock and the proceeds are in 
aid of the local Belgian Refugee Funds 
 
 
 



November 5th 1914 
CONNAH'S QUAY AND BELGIAN REFUGEES 
 
At the instance of the Urban District Council a public meeting was held in the Drill Hall, 
Connah's Quay, on Thursday evening, over which Mr. Sydney H. Frame, the Vice-
Chairman of the Council, presided. There was a very large attendance, which included 
Messrs. T. W. Hughes (Clerk to the Council), Councillors E. Blane, Joseph Forber, Saml. 
Vickers, Andrew Reney, James Reney, James Prince, J. T. Humphreys, and Jce. Mealor, 
Mrs. Davies (Vicarage), Rev. J. B. and Mrs. Brooks, Lieutenant E. LL Marriott and Mrs. 
Marriott, Mr. W. E. Hughes, Rev. E. Griffiths, etc.  
 
Mr. T. W. Hughes explained that the Local Distress Committee had had before them the 
circular of the Local Government Board regarding hospitality to Belgian refugees, and 
the local committee had referred the matter to the Urban District Council, who had 
decided to call a public meeting to consider the matter. Mr. S. H. Freme stated that 
owing to the indisposition of his brother, it had been left to him to call the meeting. He 
had to inform those present that he had that evening been handed a letter from Mrs. 
Yates addressed to a friend of hers in Connah's Quay, which stated that Connah's Quay 
was a restricted area, and that no Belgium refugees would be permitted there at 
present until the order of the Local Government Board had either been rescinded or 
varied. He was sure everybody felt the deep debt of gratitude Britain owed to the 
Belgians, and there was not a single person present that evening who was not prepared 
to do something for the poor gallant people of Belgium. They would only be doing their 
duty by offering hospitality and raising a sum of money to help to relieve the situation 
(applause). Mr. T. W. Hughes read the letter from Mrs. Yates. The Rev. J. B. Brooks 
inquired what was the reason Connah's Quay had been declared a restricted area.  
 
Mr. T. W. Hughes “I know nothing about it. I should have thought the Urban District 
Council would have been the first to be informed about it”.  
 
Mr. J. T. Humphreys: “Perhaps it is because we are so near to the compound”.  
 
Mr. James Prince: “I think we ought to know our position before taking any steps to form 
a Committee. I should have thought we should have seen something of it in the papers. I 
suggest we ask the Clerk to write to headquarters, and see whether it is a restricted 
area. They are taking refugees at Holywell and other places. Can we not decide at this 
meeting to immediately make inquiries from headquarters, then we should know 
whether it is right or not?” 
 
Mr. T. W. Hughes: ”I suggest that we pass a resolution offering hospitality for refugees, 
and form a Committee. We can then inquire tomorrow whether it is a restricted area or 
not.” 



 
Mr. Joseph Forber: “I propose a resolution on the lines suggested by the Clerk - that a 
committee be formed and that we offer hospitality. If it's is a restricted area we can then 
see what steps to take. If we cannot have them here we must see what little we can do 
in another direction. We are deeply indebted to the people of Belgium.” 
 
Mr. Mealor: “They have a family at Broughton.”  
 
Mr. S. H. Freme: “I hear from Parkgate that they are not allowing any more there.”  
 
Mr. J. T. Humphreys: “I think it might be advisable to ask the Relief Committee to 
undertake this work with Mr. Mothersole as secretary.   
 
Mr. S. H. Freme said the Relief Committee had already done excellent work. It had been 
congratulated by Sir John Bankes on the manner in which its work was carried out. He 
seconded the proposition that the Relief Committee take on the work with power to add 
to their number. He suggested every minister in the place should be on the committee. 
 
Mr. J. T. Humphreys: “They are on already. The proposition was put to the meeting and 
carried”.  
 
The Chairman: “I don't think there is anything we can do further at present, beyond 
apologising for the absence of the Vicar and Mr. J. W. Connell”. 
 
The Rev. E. Griffiths asked the permission of the meeting to call attention to what he 
considered an important matter in Connah's Quay. He referred to the Territorials and the 
men who had joined Kitchener's Army being treated to drinks during the time of war. He 
met a man the other day who had come from the front who was the worse for drink. The 
present was not a time when this state of things should exist and influence ought also to 
be brought to bear on the mothers, the wives, the sisters, and dependants of those who 
had been left behind.  
 
Mr. Joseph Forber, in proposing a vote of thanks to Mr. S. H. Freme for presiding, 
expressed sympathy with his brother in his illness, and the hope of a speedy recovery. 
Mr. Andrew Reney seconded. Mr. S. H. Freme, returning thanks, expressed his thanks for 
the kindness of Lieutenant. E. Ll. Marriott in placing the hall at the disposal of the public 
for the meeting and to the Boy Scouts for their attendance (applause). 
 
 
 



November 19th 1914 
 
NORTHOP 
The Belgium refugees who are comfortably installed at Rhosesmor, were entertained to 
tea by Mr. C. L. Williams, C.C. The party motored through Northop and had a very hearty 
reception. Mr. Lindsey, The Celyn, has kindly placed his new bungalow at the disposal of 
the local Refugees Committee for a period of six months. The offer has been gratefully 
accepted, and in due course another Belgian family will have a comfortable home. 
 
FLINTSHIRE'S HOSPITALITY 
More Refugees Arrive.  
There has been quite an influx of Belgian refugees within the last few days. On Monday 
afternoon three men (father and two sons) and one woman, wife of one of the younger 
men, arrived at Flint, and were received by members of the Belgian Relief Committee, 
and housed at Inglewood, where four other Belgians are already in residence. The party 
have had trying experiences. At Flint they are made very comfortable, and every effort is 
made to make up in some measure for the trials they have gone through.  
The Committee of the Conservative Club, with the full approval of the members, have 
extended the privileges of the club to the Belgians as honorary members, and on 
Monday evening they were present in the club for some little time.  
At Holywell some of the Belgians housed in Penyball Street, have been transferred to a 
house in Well Street. Two of the men in Holywell have left for Birmingham, where they 
will be employed in a small arms works. Their wives and one child followed them on 
Tuesday.  
On Monday evening a party of twelve adults and children arrived in Holywell, and 
proceeded to Pantasaph. They were met at the Town Station by Fr. McShane, of St. 
Winefride's Presbytery, and conveyed to Pantasaph, where they were first entertained at 
the Monastery by Fr. William (guardian) before proceeding to the home provided for 
them. Other places in the neighbourhood are preparing for the reception of refugees. At 
Rhesycae Mr. W. Hughes has placed a house at the disposal of the committee, who are 
working energetically to have the place furnished and funds provided for the 
maintenance of their prospective guests. At Ysceifiog provision is also being made. 
 
 
June 17th 1915 
 
BELGIAN REFUGEES. 
Mold 
Another party of Belgian refugees, consisting of two families, numbering eight persons, 
arrived at Mold on Monday afternoon from the Refugees' Camp, Earl Road, London. 
They were met by members of the local committee, who accompanied them to their 
residence, 24, New Street. The head of one of the families is serving at the front. 
 



July 8th 1915 
 
BELGIAN SENATOR AT HOLYWELL 
 
Count Goblet d' Atviella Addresses Refugees. 
 
APPRECIATED HOSPITALITY.  
 
On Wednesday evening week Count Goblet d'Alviella, the vice-president of the Belgian 
Senate, and M. Paquet, as the guests of Lord Mostyn, visited Holywell, where they met 
the Belgian refugees now living in the town.  
 
Dr. J. Owen Jones, chairman of the Holywell Urban District Council, met Lord Mostyn and 
his guests, and on behalf of the town gave them a hearty reception. The meeting was 
held in the upper room of the Town Hall, and in addition to Count Goblet, Lord Mostyn, 
and M. Paquet, there were the Rev. J. W. Thomas (Vicar), the Rev. Fr. Ryan, S.J., St. 
Winefride's Presbytery, Edwin Roberts, Jos. Jones, Jos. Awards, T. C. Roberts, A. Foster 
Williams, A. Lloyd, J. Philip Jones, J. Kerfoot Roberts (secretary to the Belgian 
Committee), Mr. and Mrs. Broadhurst, Mrs. H. W. S. Williams, etc.  
 
Dr. Jones said he need not say how pleased they were to see Count Goblet present, and 
to welcome him to Holywell, also to express to him their thanks for what Belgium had 
done in the war. They had a brutal and most inhuman foe to deal with. Most of the 
Belgian people had lost everything. They in Holywell were glad to have the opportunity 
to do what little they had done. On behalf the public of Holywell he extended to Count 
Goblet d'Alviella a most hearty welcome.  
 
Count Goblet who was given a hearty reception, said his first duty was to thank the 
people of Holywell, not only in his name and that of his companion, M. Paquet, but also 
more particularly in the name of the whole Belgian nation, for the generosity, kindness, 
and real charity shown towards their poor refugees from Belgium. He had visited many 
countries, and everywhere he had found the same hospitality and kindness shown 
towards his fellow-countrymen. A difficult task had been undertaken, also a very 
delicate one, but the women and men who had had to leave their own homes in 
Belgium had received. 
 
 
 
 
 

… 



… 
NOTHING BUT KINDNESS  
 
In England. The refugees had been received by people of this country, and had been 
housed, fed and clothed. They had also given the men employment. There had been 
some difficulty on that subject which ought not to be. The people of this country had 
given of their best, their advice and their efforts, for which he thanked them heartily. He 
was sure that in all parts of England they had received every hospitality, and it was very 
certain that a bond had been made between the people that would never disappear. 
(Hear, hear.)  
 
The British nation had further given them evidence of the determination to see this war 
through, and to restore to the Belgian people the land they loved so well. The Count 
then spoke in French, advising his audience of about 170 men and women as to their 
conduct and their action regard to the war. M. Paquet remarked that before addressing 
his fellow countrymen in strenuous Flemish, he should like to endorse what had been 
said with regard to the hospitality and loving kindness shown the refugees from Belgium 
now in England. The sufferings and persecution of the Belgians had been great, and the 
Belgians whom they saw in England were not those who had suffered most. Those 
sufferers were the people who had stayed in Belgium, who had seen things under their 
eyes. He congratulated the Chairman upon the appearance of the people.  
 
Notwithstanding the sufferings endured, courage had not abated, and the nation were 
just as patriotic as they were twelve months ago. The Government at the start had the 
support of the nation, and they were still determined and confident that their conquered 
land held now by the Germans would be reconquered and recovered.  
 
The Belgian Government, as represented by Count Goblet d'Alviella, and the whole 
Belgian nation, were grateful to England. They were not only grateful for the hospitality 
shown the refugees, but grateful for the important part England was taking in this huge 
and tremendous struggle. They were confident that with England's help the struggle will 
terminate in the liberation of their country. England had the money and the men, and 
would have the munitions, to drive Germany out of Belgium. (Applause.) M. Paquet then 
addressed his compatriots in Flemish.  
 
PRETTY INCIDENT.  
A pretty incident was the presentation by Marie Louise Foeans of a handsome bouquet 
of roses to Count Goblet d'Alviella, which she gave on behalf of the Belgian refugees in 
Holywell, as a mark of welcome to the Count, and appreciation of his presence amongst 
them. Count Goblet thanked the little lady for her pretty gift, and kissed her on both 
cheeks.                                                                                                                                             … 



… 
The Chairman observed he was glad to see Lord Mostyn present. It was not the first 
time for the house of Mostyn to give refuge in time of adversity and stress of nations. 
One of the Kings of England escaped, it was said, through a window in the Hall at 
Mostyn, and it was pleasing to see how well the traditions of the house were applied by 
his lordship. (Hear, hear.)  
 
Lord Mostyn, who was warmly received, said he was taken by storm to be asked to 
speak on such an occasion. They had only to look back one short year, and who would 
have thought for a moment that in the town of Holywell they would have such a 
gathering as that? They as Britons admired the Belgians, they as Welshmen admired the 
Belgians they admired the noble way they had fought during this war. In Holywell and 
district they considered it was a noble privilege to be able in any way to help the Belgian 
people. The Belgians had been driven from their homes, lost everything they were 
possessed of and what they held most dear. When he looked round and saw the 
refugees, it seemed extraordinary that they looked so well, cheerful, and happy when 
they knew of the terrible evils they had lately gone through. It was his pleasure to 
entertain that distinguished nobleman, Count Goblet, and M. Paquet, who were going 
round the different counties on behalf of the Belgian Government to see now the 
refugees were faring. He had had the privilege of entertaining a few Belgians, and his 
experience was that they were a ready and willing people, anxious to work. That was the 
right spirit for the Belgian refugees to take up. They did not want to sit idle, doing 
nothing. Some of the Belgian children attended the local school, and he was told they 
were doing exceedingly well, learning English rapidly. He was sure when they would be 
able to return to their own country those young children would take back with them 
happy recollections of school days in England and Wales. Wales, like Belgium, was a 
little nation. They were proud of it in the same way as the Belgians were proud of their 
nation. This terrible war was going to be fought to a finish, and England would pull 
Belgium through the business. When they thought of the diabolical Germans, they felt it 
was the duty of Welshmen, Englishmen, and everyone to uphold that little nation that 
had done such marvellous work, and he was sure in the end they would come out all 
right. It had given him great pleasure to be present. He proposed a vote of thanks to the 
Chairman for his services. He hoped the time would not be long before the Belgians 
would be able to return again to their native country. The meeting then concluded, and 
Count Goblet afterwards had a conversation with the Belgians on questions of 
employment and regulations lately introduced as to deductions for maintenance from 
their earnings. 
 
 


