
Abergele & Pensarn 
 
Although Abergele is in our neighbouring county of Conwy, the two towns of Rhyl & 
Abergele are very close to each other. In 1914 Belgian Refugees were welcomed to 
Abergele, arriving into Pensarn Railway Station. 
 
On our page about the Refugees in Rhyl, we have discussed the wedding of Louis Callens 
and Marie Van Cauwenberg. Sadly, one of the witnesses at the wedding died at her home in 
Pensarn a few months later: 
 
 
Denbighshire Free Press, 19/2/1916 
BELGIAN LADY'S DEATH 
 
There passed away on Sunday, at “Meirion", Pensarn, Madame Carnier, a Belgian lady 
refugee, who bad lived here for about 12 months. She had been ailing for about six months. 
Her remains were laid to rest in the local Cemetery on Wednesday morning. Not knowing a 
word of English when she first arrived in Abergele, this talented lady had made much 
progress in mastering the language long before she died. 
 
 
Here are some other news stories about the Refugees in Abergele & Pensarn: 
 
 
 
Denbighshire Free Press, 31/10/1914 
ESCAPING THE HUNS 
 
A party of twelve Belgian Refugees has arrived at Morfan, Pensarn. The arrangements for 
furnishing the home have been made by a representative committee of the whole district, 
presided over by Lady Roberts. The house has been placed at the disposal of the committee 
by Mrs. Fenton, Oldham, free of rent. This kind-hearted lady is a widowed daughter of the 
late Mr. William Ellis, JP, Tŷ Mawr, Abergele. 
 
 
 
Liverpool Daily Post, 17/10/1914 
ABERGELE’S HOSPITALITY 
 
Arrangements have been made to welcome a party of Belgian Refugees at Abergele, and 
the townspeople propose to devise a scheme for united effort for providing hospitality in the 
district for further parties. 



Abergele & Pensarn 
 
Denbighshire Free Press, 24/10/1914 
DRIVEN FROM HOME 
 
There is a family of four Belgian refugees, with a maid, staying with Miss Cartwright, Girval, 
Pensarn. They are well educated people, and the head of the family held a high position in 
Belgium before the mad Kaiser and his infernal gang of thieves and robbers drove them from 
their happy homes hopelessly destitute. What a perdition there must be waiting the Butcher 
of Berlin! 
 
 
 
Liverpool Daily Post, 21/11/1914 
REFUGEES IN WALES - FREE SCHOOLING FOR THE CHILDREN 
 
Abergele County School Governors have resolved to grant places to the children the Belgian 
refugees during their stay in the neighbourhood. The staff of the school have arranged 
French classes two evenings week, and Messieurs Wens (two Belgian educationists) have 
been appointed teachers. 
 
 
 
Denbighshire Free Press, 13/2/1915 
BELGIAN REFUGEES 
 
Fifty of these poor people arrived in Pensarn on Thursday evening. Before being taken to 
their respective temporary homes, they were entertained to tea in the Presbyterian 
schoolroom by Pensarn ladies. The chairman of the Urban Council (Mr. W P Morris) gave 
them a hearty welcome to the district, his address being interpreted by Miss Wynne, Bryn 
Ogwen. 
 
 
 
Sadly, there was another death in the house “Meirion” in Pensarn. This time a baby born to 
Refugees: 
 
Denbighshire Free Press, 20/2/1915 
BELGIAN BABY'S DEATH 
 
There passed away on Monday, Paulina Josephina, the 18 month old baby daughter of 
Monsieur and Madame Blanchaert, Belgian Refugees staying with Mrs. T Jones, Meirion, 
Pensarn. The little stranger was laid to rest in the New Cemetery on Wednesday. 


